2026 Forestry Australia Symposium
Wednesday 7 - Friday 9 October | Rex Hotel, Canberra
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Time Wednesday 7 October

0730 Reglstratlon Desk opens
Arrival tea & coffee

09.00 - Plenary 1: Welcome to Country, Opening and Keynote Speaker

10.15 Proudly supported by
Welcome to Country N

ForestWork

The nature of public debate: Social license, media and orestWorks
contentious issues
Prof Stan Grant, Journalist and Commentator

1015 Morning Tea & Exhibition
Plenary 2: Understanding the Context and Opportunities for Social License

10.45 - Keynote: Dr Amanda Cahill, The Next Economy

12.30
Additional speakers to be announced soon

12.30 Lunch & Exhibition

Program as at 29 July, and is subject to change




13.30 - Plenary 3 | Learning from Rural Industries: Community engagement, social licence
15.00 and advocacy

The Tasmanian Salmon Story
Luke Martin, Former CEO Tasmania Salmon

Lessons from the farming sector
Alexandra Gartmann, Australian Farm Institute

The development of social performance
Janina Gawler, RST Solutions and former executive with Rio Tinto

Engagement and building support in regional communities
Sarah Norris, Snowy Hydro Limited

Afternoon Tea & Exhibition

15.00
15.30 - Plenary 4 | Building Influence: Politics and Advocacy
17.00
- Natasa Sikman, Chevron and former Labor advisor
- Hon Nichole Overall, Nationals MP, NSW
- Additional panellists to be announced soon
1710 Forestry Australia Annual General Meeting
17.45 - . S
19.45 Welcome Reception & Exhibition

Time Thursday 8 October

08.00 Reglstratlon Desk opens
Arrival tea & coffee
09.00 - Plenary 5: Keynote Speaker
09.40
Keynote: Dr Simon Longstaff AO, The Ethics Centre
09.40 - Plenary 6: Lessons From the Past to Inform the Future
10.30 Proudly supported by
Chair: Dr Robert Waterworth
- Dr Simon Longstaff, The Ethics Centre Australian Government
- Dr Michelle Freeman, Forestry Australia I v WO
- Stephen Whiteley, TAS State Fire Commission
- Additional panellist to be announced soon
10.30 Morning Tea & Exhibition

Program as at 29 July, and is subject to change



Plenary 7 | Cutting Through: Effective Media and Social Media Engagement

10.45 -
12.00 Speakers to be announced soon
12.00 Lunch & Exhibition
Breakout 1| A Shared Forestry Story: Breakout 2 | Planting the Seed:
First Nations Knowledge, Leadership, Engaging Students and the Next
Enterprise and Engagement Generation
Proudly supported by Mia Cassidy, Hurford Hardwoods
7
12.50 - “\( ‘> . .
1400 AFWI @)l()‘.(?ﬁ Kate Battishall, Forest Education
. Australian Forest and Wood Innovations FOU ndatlon
Tolita Davis-Angeles, AFWI Paul McCartan, Ryde Secondary College
Additional First Nations speakers to be
announced soon
Breakout 3 | Telling Your Forestry Story: | Breakout 4 | Facilitated Workshop: A
Everyday Influence for Forestry Stronger Forestry Narrative: Shared
Professionals Concepts and Adapted Messages
1410 — Shifting from the defensive to proactive,
15'30 positive and intentional A facilitated workshop designed
’ Paul Kremer, Monash University for communication, marketing and
engagement professionals
Additional speakers to be announced
soon
15.30 Afternoon Tea & Exhibition
16.00 - Plenary 8 | Taking the Forestry Story Forward: What's Next?
17.00
- Jenna Hammond, Private Forests Tasmania
- Dr Robert Waterworth, FLINTpro
- Robert Gordon, Gordon Consulting
- Additional panellists to be announced soon
18.00 - Symposium Dinner
22.00 National Arboretum

Program as at 29 July, and is subject to change




Time Friday 9 October

Field Trips

Field Trip #1: Urban Forestry
Field Trip #2: Research and Legacy (ANU)

8:00 - Field Trip #3: Balancing Community Access and Plantation Forestry | Parks and
17.30 Conservation Service

Field Trip #4: Native and Plantation Forestry at Tallaganda State Forest

Field Trip #5: The Future of Forests Under our New Climate | Alpine Ash and Snow
Gums

Program as at 29 July, and is subject to change



