
The nature of debate in Australia: Reflections on engaging in positive
public discussions on complex issues
Prof Stan Grant, Journalist and Commentator

Wednesday 7 October 2026 FORESTRY AUSTRALIA
SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM
REX HOTEL, CANBERRA

07.30 Registration, arrival tea & coffee

09.00 -
10.15

Plenary 1 | Welcome to Country, Opening and Keynote Speaker
Welcome to Country

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

10.30 Morning Tea & Exhibition

11.00 -
12.45

Plenary 2 | Understanding the Context and Opportunities for Social
Licence
Keynote Speaker: Dr Amanda Cahill, The Next Economy

12.45 Lunch & Exhibition

13.45 -
15.15

Plenary 3 | Learning from Rural Industries: Community Engagement,
Social licence and Advocacy
The Tasmanian Salmon Story - Luke Martin, Former CEO Tasmania Salmon

Lessons from the farming sector - Alexandra Gartmann, Australian Farm Institute

The development of social performance - Janina Gawler, RST Solutions and former executive with Rio Tinto

Engagement and building support in regional communities - Sarah Norris, Snowy Hydro Limited

15.15 Afternoon Tea & Exhibition

15.45 -
17.00

Plenary 4 | Building Influence: Politics and Advocacy

Hon Nichole Overall, Member of NSW Legislative Council

Alison Rudman, Timber Furnishing & Textiles Union

17.50 Forestry Australia Annual General Meeting

18.00 -
20.00

Welcome Reception & Exhibition

PROGRAM AS AT 24 SEPTEMBER, AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Public perceptions of forestry and the social licence to operate - Giselle Stollznow, Stollznow Research

Building trust through risk management: Strengthening forestry’s social licence in an era of increasing
expectations - Belinda Olejniczak, OneFortyOne

Why a strong forestry sector matters for Australia - Dr Tyron Venn, The University of Queensland

Natasa Sikman, Chevron and former Labor advisor

17.00 -
17.50

Plenary 5 | Case Study: Collaboration and Native Forests
Panellists to be announced shortly!



Concurrent Breakout Sessions

Concurrent Breakout Sessions

Symposium Dinner
National Arboretum

Plenary 7 | Lessons From the Past to Inform the Future
Chair: Dr Robert Waterworth

Thursday 8 October 2026 FORESTRY AUSTRALIA
SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM
REX HOTEL, CANBERRA

08.00

09.00 -
09.40

Plenary 6 | Keynote Speaker

09.40 -
10.30

10.30 Morning Tea & Exhibition

11.00 - 
12.15

Plenary 8 | Cutting Through: Effective Media and Social Media Engagement

13.00 -
14.15

Breakout 1 | A Shared Forestry Story: First Nations
Knowledge, Leadership, Enterprise and
Engagement PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Tolita Davis-Angeles, AFWI, Gandan Yarnings & Chair FSC First
Nations Committee

Breakout 2 | Planting the Seed: Engaging Students
and the Next Generation

Mia Cassidy, Hurford Hardwoods

Kate Battishall, Forest Education Foundation

Paul McCartan, Ryde Secondary College

14.25 -
15.40

Breakout 3 | Telling Your Forestry Story: Everyday
Influence for Forestry Professionals

Breakout 4 | Facilitated Workshop: A Stronger
Forestry Narrative: Shared Concepts and Adapted
Messages

A facilitated workshop designed for communication,
marketing and engagement professionals

15.40 Afternoon Tea & Exhibition

16.10 -
17.00

Plenary 8 | Taking the Forestry Story Forward: What's Next?

18.00 -
22.00

PROGRAM AS AT 24 SEPTEMBER, AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Registration, arrival tea & coffee

Keynote Speaker: Dr Simon Longstaff AO, The Ethics Centre

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Dr Simon Longstaff AO, The Ethics Centre

Dr Michelle Freeman, Forestry Australia

Michael O’Connor, Timber, Furnishing & Textiles Union

Stephen Whiteley, TAS State Fire Commission

12.15 Lunch & Exhibition

Phil Thompson, Native Secrets &
AFWI Director

Reflections for successful cut-through with media - Joe Prevedello, Master Plumbers Association

Turning engagement into impact: Lessons from a successful social media campaign - Romany Brodribb, SFM

The role of storytelling to support effective communication
Dr Rod Lamberts, Australian National University

Dr Michelle Freeman, Forestry Australia | Bob Gordon, AFWI Chair & Former President Forestry Australia
Jenna Hammond, Private Forests Tasmania | Leon Holt, Forestry Australia
Dr Robert Waterworth, FLINTpro & AFWI

Reflections for successful cut-through with media - Colin Bettles, Journalist and President National Rural Press
Club

Tommy Hicks, Indigenous Energy Australia

From BBQ to boardroom: Building your everyday advocacy
pitch
Bryden Campbell, Brand Rebellion



Friday 9 October FIELD TRIPS
2026 FORESTRY AUSTRALIA

SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM

Field
Trips

08.00 - 17.00

01 Honouring, Maintaining and
Extending Canberra’s Urban
Forest

02 Research and Legacy (ANU)

03 Balancing Community
Access and Plantation
Forestry
Parks and Conservation Service

04 Native and Plantation
Forestry at Tallaganda State
Forest

05 The Future of Forests Under
our New Climate
Alpine Ash and Snow Gums

WITH THANKS TO OUR
SYMPOSIUM SPONSORS

2026 FORESTRY AUSTRALIA
SYMPOSIUM
Wednesday 7 - Friday 9 October
Rex Hotel, Canberra

PROGRAM AS AT 24 SEPTEMBER, AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Major Sponsor

Supporting Sponsors

Welcome Reception Sponsor

Symposium Dinner Sponsor

Future Foresters Function

Sponsors & Exhibitors

For more details on each trip, visit:
forestryconference.com.au/field-trips

Proudly supported by
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